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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON FOR AUGUST 29-SEPTEMBER 4, 2026
INTRODUCTION OF LESSON 10, AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
Memory Text: “We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.” 2 Corinthians 4:8-10, ESV
Especially when difficulties and seemingly insurmountable trouble assails us on every front, like they did for Paul, we tend to reach out to God for some indication that our service is Spirit-led and that God is truly behind our efforts.
Everyone deserves to know whether their calling to serve God has been a true calling–an authentic one. Paul outlines what a valid life of Christian service consists of in 2 Corinthians, chapters 3-7. Are we uplifting the death and life of Jesus in a way that resembles the experience He had when He lived on earth?
“The conversion of sinners and their sanctification through the truth is the strongest proof a minister can have that God has called him to the ministry.” ~Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 328.
This week, we’ll explore:
· Sunday: Fruits of an Authentic Ministry
· Monday: Suffering and Glory
· Tuesday: Christ-focused Ministry of Reconciliation
· Wednesday: Call to Holiness
· Thursday: Comfort and Joy
SUNDAY: FRUITS OF AN AUTHENTIC MINISTRY
In the Greco-Roman world of Paul, evidence of someone’s value largely depended on letters of recommendation you carried with you to prove your good character. Even today, we provide references along with our resume when seeking employment.
Paul, however, pointed to the faithful Corinthian church as his letter of recommendation. They were his epistle, “written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart” (2 Corinthians 3:3).
Paul explained that he and his associates were, therefore, ministers of the new covenant, rather than the old. God’s glory that shone on the face of Moses when he delivered the Ten Commandments on tablets of stone was even more glorious as it shone forth in the hearts of the Corinthian believers.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 3:1-3
· How can we today show the authenticity of a pastor’s calling?
2 Corinthians 3:4-9 and Jeremiah 31:33
· What is the difference, if any, between the old and new covenants that Paul referred to here?
· When does the old covenant become the new for the believers before Christ, and those living in Paul’s day?
MONDAY: SUFFERING AND GLORY
Jesus suffered here on earth and if we are to be like Him, we can expect a life of trials and suffering. Jesus confirmed this in John 16:33: “…in this world, you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
Therefore, Paul did not hesitate to mention the many times he and his fellow workers had suffered. See 2 Corinthians 4:8, 9. But, this suffering had prepared them for any hard times they might still endure. Their suffering made them stronger and able to comfort others. It had indeed brought life to the believers in Corinth.
Just as the suffering and death of Jesus brought about His resurrection to life, we find life in our present, brief encounter with suffering. It will ultimately mean a glorious future of heavenly bliss that will last forever.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 4:7-18
· What were some of Paul’s trials and how did he endure them?
· What helps you most when life gets hard to bear?
2 Corinthians 5:1-10
· How does our earthly house/tent (our bodies) in v. 1 sound like the earthen vessels in 2 Corinthians 4:7?
· What is the treasure that we store in those earthen vessels, and how and when will our earthly habitation become immortal?
TUESDAY: CHRIST-FOCUSED MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION
No one has perfected a ministry of reconciliation that matches that of Jesus. He, being God in the flesh, died on a cruel cross so we can be reconciled with our Creator. No one, before or since, can bring sinners that close to God in such a dramatic and comprehensive way.
Only when we focus on Christ’s mighty work of reconciliation can we have such a ministry ourselves. Nothing is more important than bringing people to the feet of Jesus–something we all can do with the Spirit’s guidance.
Paul rightly called God’s children His ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20), working on His behalf, spreading the gospel message of salvation to others. How important it is, then, to represent Him fully, with a heart overflowing with love for God and for the people He died for.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 5:10-15
· How did Paul demonstrate a ministry that was centered in Christ?
2 Corinthians 5:16-21, Colossians 1:19-23, and Ephesians 2:13-16
· What does it mean to have a ministry of reconciliation?
WEDNESDAY: CALL TO HOLINESS
The need for God’s people to be holy couldn’t be emphasized enough by Paul. He declared the importance of our love and affection for each other, in other words, our horizontal reconciliations, as proof that we are reconciled with God.
This reconciliation is needed if we are to be holy enough to be in God’s presence. Paul’s words encourage us to be holy by separating ourselves from unclean, unholy people and things, especially anything associated with idolatry. He used words like this: “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers”, “Come out from among them”, “Be separate”, “Do not touch what is unclean”, “Let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement”, and “Make holiness perfect in the fear of God”. See 2 Corinthians 6:6:14-17 and 7:1.
This call is not one-sided though. It comes with many promises that speak of God’s desire to help us in our quest for holiness. He promises to: dwell in us, walk among us,  be our God, allow us to be His people, receive us, be a Father to us, and make us His sons and daughters. See 2 Corinthians 6:16-18.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 6:11-7:1 and Isaiah 59:2
· Why is holiness a part of our reconciliation with God? Why do we need it?
· How does God work with us in making us holy? Why can’t we do it ourselves?
THURSDAY: COMFORT AND JOY
The sweetest, most comforting joy often comes after a time of sadness and anxiety. The seventh chapter of 2 Corinthians reveals Paul’s emotional ties to the Corinthian church. We discover the depth of his love when he learned from Titus that his previous, severe letter had produced repentance for the believers in Corinth.
Paul makes no effort to hide his feelings in this chapter. “You are in our hearts” (v. 3). “Make room in your hearts for us” (v. 2). “I am exceedingly joyful” (v. 4). And he gives God all the credit for this happy turn of events in verse 6.
Evidently Paul’s letter had produced sorrow for the Corinthians, but it was a godly sorrow that caused repentance, bringing them salvation and hope. This is the kind of response all authentic ministers find comforting. It gives them a source of joy that motivates them to do more for God.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 7:1-16
· How did sorrow lead to joy for Paul?
· What kind of sorrow did the Corinthian church have that led to their salvation, and what kind of emotions must they have felt?
· When have you ever experienced the kind of sorrow that led you to repent and change your ways? How did it make you feel?
FRIDAY: FINAL THOUGHTS
All of us, whether pastors or church members, want to know if our efforts to win souls is genuine. Do we have what it takes to bring people to Jesus in a way that honors God in the fullest way possible?
It’s difficult to know the authenticity of one’s ministry, without looking at these factors:
· Have we stayed separate from the world by not compromising our values?
· Have we been emotionally available, open to the ideas and criticism of others?
· Have lives been changed through God’s Spirit?
· Have we been an agent of reconciliation, bringing people closer to each other and to God?
In essence, authentic ministry isn’t about how we perform on the outside. It’s about being led by the Spirit, honest about our emotions, and thus able to bring people closer to God. It requires the dedication of our entire heart, mind, and soul.
Next Week: Stewardship and Mission
To read the Sabbath School Lesson Quarterly and see more resources for its study, go to
https://www.sabbath.school/
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