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Sabbath School Lesson for August 22-28, 2026
Introduction of Lesson 9, Love-driven Ministry
Memory Text: “For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so abundantly for you.” 2 Corinthians 2:4 NKJV
The tone in Paul’s next letter to the Corinthians is packed with emotional love and is best understood with knowledge of the historical background of Paul’s relationship with the Corinthian church. As we know, he had just written them scathing rebukes about their lack of love.
In addition to Paul’s concern over how they would receive his previous message and advice, other unavoidable misunderstandings caused him to express more boldly his love for them. He requested that they give him the benefit of the doubt in judging his words and actions.
Paul had deep compassion and concern for others that reflects the love that drove the ministry of Jesus. This second epistle of Corinthians shows us Paul’s anguish and concern for all the churches where he visited and ministered.
This week, we’ll explore:
· Sunday: Thanksgiving
· Monday: Simplicity and Sincerity
· Tuesday: Changing Plans for Love
· Wednesday: Forgiveness and Reaffirmation of Love
· Thursday: Triumph in Christ
Sunday: Thanksgiving
Paul was generous with praise and thanksgiving for all the ways God had comforted him in the past. When he expressed compassionate care for someone, he wanted it known that it was only through God’s providing comfort to him that he are able to comfort others.
All the apostles had surely withstood many troubles and hardships in their missionary efforts, as Paul often reminded them. But he regretted none of their trials, because it was through such pain that they were able to comfort others.
Through intercessory prayer and gratitude to God, we can all experience the same peace and joy that were given the apostles, despite their grief and heartaches. God blesses us so we can bless others when we bless Him. What a glorious cycle of blessings we are given!
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 1:3-7
· What reason(s) does Paul give for why we should be thankful to God for our suffering and hardships?
2 Corinthians 1:8-11
· Why do you think Paul felt the need to list some of their trials in this epistle?
· What makes it possible for us to have intercessory prayer for others, and why must we do it with thanksgiving (v. 11(?
Monday: Simplicity and Sincerity
To convince the Corinthians of his good intentions and love, Paul described his interactions with them with these two words: simplicity and sincerity (2 Corinthians 1:12). Some in Corinth had tended to think of Paul as vacillating and indecisive. But he pointed out that he and his associates had always dealt with them honestly, not hiding things or twisting the truth to fit their needs.
Paul attempted at all times to show personal integrity as he ministered in the various churches he cared for so deeply. It’s important to have the kind of holy integrity Paul claimed for himself. It means that, with God’s help, we, too, can have strong moral principles that cause us to do the right thing even when no one is watching.
It was important for Paul to remind them that his intentions and motives had always been clear and pure. He was quick to credit God with any good that came from his missionary endeavors. God alone made everything he did possible.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 1:12, 13
· What other words would you use to describe Paul’s simplicity and sincerity?
· How can we have the simplicity and sincerity Paul had shown to the Corinthians?
· How would you like others to describe your interactions with them?
2 Corinthians 2:17 and 4:2
· What do these verses tell us about Paul’s motives for his ministry?
· What words and actions describe the opposite of simplicity and sincerity?
· How is it possible to see the difference in motives, when it is often so subtle and covered up?
Tuesday: Changing Plans for Love
Paul had declared his plans to visit Corinth and even stay with them for the winter (1 Corinthians 16:5, 6). But, evidently, upon getting a report from Timothy, it seemed best to postpone that visit until things had calmed down after his last letter to them. Not wishing to cause them further pain or distress, he changed his plans and continued first to Ephesus before coming back to Corinth.
This departure from his original itinerary, however, caused some upheaval among the Corinthian believers, who now claimed that Paul was indecisive and vacillating. In his defense, Paul repeated his sincere love for them, explaining that he had not responded with a “yes or no” attitude when his plans changed, but with the firm reply to God’s wishes, which was always a “yes”.
How careful we must be not to misinterpret someone’s intentions, but instead to give our brothers and sisters in Christ the benefit of the doubt whenever possible. Paul’s ministry would have been much easier, if the Corinthian church members had heeded his advice and remembered Paul’s sincere love for them.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
1 Corinthians 16:5-7 and 2 Corinthians 1:15, 16, 2:1, 3
· Why would Paul’s visit have caused pain at that time?
2 Corinthians 1:17-19
· What did Paul mean by mentioning that God was faithful and our answer should always be “yes” to Him?
Wednesday: Forgiveness and Reaffirmation of Love
Thankfully, Titus, one of Paul’s Greek converts and a trusted companion, reported that the reaction of the Corinthian church to Paul’s earlier epistle had been positive. The strong words of Paul must have been effective in correcting the situation involving one of their members.
No one was happier to receive such news. Paul again reminded them that the purpose of church discipline is always restorative. It must have given Paul hope and joy that he, too, had been forgiven and that all was well between him and his flock in Corinth.
It’s so important that we support our church leaders. We need to forgive their mistakes and remind them of our love for them. It is surely music to their ears, just as it is to ours when we are forgiven. They are humans, after all, and we shouldn’t expect continuous perfection, just because they are in a leadership role.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 7:5-13
· Why would Paul have been so happy to hear the news of the Corinthians’ reaction to his letter? What did it mean to him personally?
2 Corinthians 2:5-11
· What was the main idea Paul was hoping the Corinthians would understand from his counsel?
· Why is the reminder to forgive and reaffirm our love so vital in restoring relationships?
Thursday: Triumph in Christ
Paul had waited patiently across the Aegean Sea in Troas, hoping to hear from his associate Titus about how Corinth had received his letter. Receiving no word from him there, Paul headed toward Corinth anyway, continuing to preach, leaving behind him the sweet fragrance of Christ’s love.
Relieved after Titus finally caught up with him at Philippi, Paul confessed to having a lighter heart of joy as he made his way back to Corinth.
His love for Jesus hadn’t wavered though, marking him as a faithful servant of God, and not a false minister who adjusted his message to favor himself or promote his own self-interest. Our greatest joy should always be when Christ triumphs, not us.
Verses for reflection and discussion:
2 Corinthians 2:12, 13
· Where did Paul go after writing that letter of rebuke to Corinth and what did he do there?
2 Corinthians 2:14-17
· What kind of fragrance should a true minister of Christ have?
· What motivates you, as you represent Jesus in your sphere of influence?
Friday: Final Thoughts
Paul candidly expressed his anguish over how the Corinthian church might receive his letters. His anxiety shows vividly how important our responses are when church authorities admonish us and hold us accountable for some wrongdoing. They feel just as we do about unpleasant interactions that might occur in these situations. It isn’t easy for anyone involved.
How ministers conduct themselves and how any of us minister to others must always be driven by love. Only when we genuinely care and express our concern with words and actions will relationships be maintained and the mission of the church continue to bless the community. This love-driven ministry happens when we remember that…
“A consecrated Christian life is ever shedding light and comfort and peace. It is characterized by purity, tact, simplicity, and usefulness.” ~Ellen G. White, God’s Amazing Grace, p. 122
Next Week: Authentic Christian Ministry
To read the Sabbath School Lesson Quarterly and see more resources for its study, go to
https://www.sabbath.school/
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