
Lesson 8, 3rd Quarter, August 15-21, 2026

The Power of Christ’s Resurrection

Sabbath Afternoon, August 15

Memory Text

“And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 

your faith is also vain...And if Christ be not raised, your faith 

is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” KJV — 1 Corinthians 

15:13-17

“Thus the disciples preached the resurrection of Christ. Many 

among those who listened were waiting for this testimony, and 

when they heard it they believed. It brought to their minds the 

words that Christ had spoken, and they took their stand in the 

ranks of those who accepted the gospel. The seed that the 

Saviour had sown sprang up and bore fruit. AA 60.2

“While the disciples were speaking to the people, “the priests, 

and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon 

them, being grieved that they taught the people, and preached 
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through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.” AA 60.3

“After Christ's resurrection the priests had spread far and near 

the lying report that His body had been stolen by the disciples 

while the Roman guard slept. It is not surprising that they were 

displeased when they hear Peter and John preaching the 

resurrection of the One they had murdered. The Sadducees 

especially were greatly aroused. They felt that their most 

cherished doctrine was in danger, and their reputation at stake. 

AA 60.4

“Converts to the new faith were rapidly increasing, and both 

Pharisees and Sadducees agreed that if these new teachers 

were suffered to go unchecked, their own influence would be in 

greater danger than when Jesus was upon the earth. 

Accordingly, the captain of the temple, with the help of a number 

of Sadducees, arrested Peter and John, and put them in prison, 

as it was too late that day for them to be examined.” AA 60.5



Notes
Sunday, August 16

Proclaiming the Resurrection of Christ

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1–4, Luke 24:44–47, and Romans 

1:1–4. What do these passages have in common?

“After his baptism, Paul broke his fast and remained “certain 

days with the disciples which were at Damascus. And 

straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that He is the 

Son of God.” Boldly he declared Jesus of Nazareth to be the 

long-looked-for Messiah, who “died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures; ... was buried, and ... rose again the third day,” after 

which He was seen by the Twelve and by others. “And last of all,” 

Paul added, “He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due 

time.” 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4, 8. His arguments from prophecy 

were so conclusive, and his efforts were so manifestly attended 

by the power of God, that the Jews were confounded and unable 

to answer him.” AA 123.1

“That evening Christ showed His disciples His hands and His 

feet so that no doubt that He was the Christ might exist in their 

minds. ‘Behold my hands and my feet,’ He said, ‘that it is I 

myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 

as ye see me have.... These are the words which I spake unto 

you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 

which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and 

in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their 

understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, and 

said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 

suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day.’—Manuscript 113, 

1897.” CTr 298.6

“The priests and rulers saw that Christ was extolled above them. 

As the Sadducees, who did not believe in a resurrection, heard 

the apostles declaring that Christ had risen from the dead, they 

were enraged, realizing that if the apostles were allowed to 

preach a risen Saviour, and to work miracles in His name, the 

doctrine that there would be no resurrection would be rejected 
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by all, and the sect of the Sadducees would soon become 

extinct. The Pharisees were angry as they perceived that the 

tendency of the disciples’ teaching was to undermine the Jewish 

ceremonies, and make the sacrificial offerings of no effect.” AA 

78.1 

Read 1 Corinthians 15:2, 11. Why do these verses place the 

concepts of believing and preaching side by side? What is 

the relationship between the two? 

“Paul was approaching the end, when his work was to be 

rounded off, when these words were spoken. The church to 

which they were addressed was composed of strange 

characteristics, which the Lord saw must have sharp treatment. 

We cannot possibly have a changing religion. The gospel is to be 

proclaimed and personally received. A general as sent is not 

enough. There must be an intelligent heart reception of the truth 

wherein the receiver must stand and perseveringly communicate 

to others the knowledge received. The truth must be practiced in 

every respect, holding fast the Word of life, “by which also ye are 

saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye 

have believed in vain.” [Verse 2.]” 12LtMs, Lt 69, 1897, par. 5



Notes
Monday, August 17

The Risen Christ, Our Only Hope

Read 1 Corinthians 15:9–19. What do we lose if Christ has 

not been Raised?

“In the lowering of the moral standard among the Corinthian 

believers, there were those who had given up some of the 

fundamental features of their faith. Some had gone so far as to 

deny the doctrine of the resurrection. Paul met this heresy with a 

very plain testimony regarding the unmistakable evidence of the 

resurrection of Christ. He declared that Christ, after His death, 

“rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,” after which 

“He was seen of Cephas, then of the Twelve: after that, He was 

seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the 

greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen 

asleep. After that, He was seen of James; then of all the 

apostles. And last of all He was seen of me also.” AA 319.5

“With convincing power the apostle set forth the great truth of 

the resurrection. “If there be no resurrection of the dead,” he 

argued, “then is Christ not risen: and if Christ be not risen, then is 

our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are 

found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God 

that He raised up Christ: whom He raised not up, if so be that the 

dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 

and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your 

sins. Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are 

perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 

men most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and 

become the first fruits of them that slept.” AA 320.1

“The apostle carried the minds of the Corinthian brethren 

forward to the triumphs of the resurrection morn, when all the 

sleeping saints are to be raised, henceforth to live forever with 

their Lord. ‘Behold,’ the apostle declared, ‘I show you a mystery: 

We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
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sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 

be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and 

this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible 

shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 

immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is 

written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy 

sting? O grave, where is thy victory? ... Thanks be to God, which 

giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’” AA 320.2



Notes
Tuesday, August 18

Christ, the First Fruits

Read 1 Corinthians 15:20–23. What does it mean to say 

that Jesus is the “firstfruits”?

“Christ arose from the dead as the first fruits of those that slept. 

He was the antitype of the wave sheaf, and His resurrection took 

place on the very day when the wave sheaf was to be presented 

before the Lord. For more than a thousand years this symbolic 

ceremony had been performed. From the harvest fields the first 

heads of ripened grain were gathered, and when the people went 

up to Jerusalem to the Passover, the sheaf of first fruits was 

waved as a thank offering before the Lord. Not until this was 

presented could the sickle be put to the grain, and it be gathered 

into sheaves. The sheaf dedicated to God represented the 

harvest. So Christ the first fruits represented the great spiritual 

harvest to be gathered for the kingdom of God. His resurrection 

is the type and pledge of the resurrection of all the righteous 

dead. “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 

them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.” 1 

Thessalonians 4:14. DA 785.4

“As Christ arose, He brought from the grave a multitude of 

captives. The earthquake at His death had rent open their 

graves, and when He arose, they came forth with Him. They were 

those who had been co-laborers with God, and who at the cost 

of their lives had borne testimony to the truth. Now they were to 

be witnesses for Him who had raised them from the dead. DA 

786.1

“During His ministry, Jesus had raised the dead to life. He had 

raised the son of the widow of Nain, and the ruler's daughter and 

Lazarus. But these were not clothed with immortality. After they 

were raised, they were still subject to death. But those who came 

forth from the grave at Christ's resurrection were raised to 

everlasting life. They ascended with Him as trophies of His 

victory over death and the grave. These, said Christ, are no 
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longer the captives of Satan; I have redeemed them. I have 

brought them from the grave as the first fruits of My power, to be 

with Me where I am, nevermore to see death or experience 

sorrow. DA 786.2

“These went into the city, and appeared unto many, declaring, 

Christ has risen from the dead, and we be risen with Him. Thus 

was immortalized the sacred truth of the resurrection. The risen 

saints bore witness to the truth of the words, “Thy dead men 

shall live, together with My dead body shall they arise.” Their 

resurrection was an illustration of the fulfillment of the prophecy, 

“Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew 

of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.” Isaiah 26:19.” DA 

786.3



Notes
Wednesday, August 19

The Resurrected Body

Read 1 Corinthians 15:36–41. How does this passage 

answer the questions in 1 Corinthians 15:35?

“The resurrection of Jesus was a type of the final resurrection of 

all who sleep in Him. The countenance of the risen Saviour, His 

manner, His speech, were all familiar to His disciples. As Jesus 

arose from the dead, so those who sleep in Him are to rise 

again. We shall know our friends, even as the disciples knew 

Jesus. They may have been deformed, diseased, or disfigured, in 

this mortal life, and they rise in perfect health and symmetry; yet 

in the glorified body their identity will be perfectly preserved. 

Then shall we know even as also we are known. 1 Corinthians 

13:12. In the face radiant with the light shining from the face of 

Jesus, we shall recognize the lineaments of those we love.” DA 

804.1

Here [Ezekiel 37:1-12] we see how the dead are to be raised: 

First the bones are gathered together bone to bone. Next the 

flesh is added, then covered with skin, and finally breath is given 

them. In The Genesis we are told that Adam’s body was made 

from clay, then breath was put into his nostrils and he became a 

living soul. By combining air with the clay the man became a 

living soul. So the Scriptures reveal that the resurrection is but a 

re-creation. Man receives a new body out of the old but in order 

to be the same man that once lived and died, then made alive 

again, he necessarily is given the former intellectual knowledge 

and memory of his life’s experience. Truly the living know that 

they shall die, but the dead know not anything all the while they 

are in their graves. Eccles. 9:5, 6.12. 

Ezekiel 37:13, 14 – “And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I 

have opened your graves, O My people, and brought you up out 

of your graves, and shall put My Spirit in you, and ye shall live, 

and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye know that I 

the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith the Lord.”
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Not only will He raise His people from their graves, but He will 

also bring them into the land of Israel. The dead to live again is 

indeed a miracle but not much greater than for a worm to bury 

itself in the ground or to enclose itself in a cocoon or the like, 

then to go in the state of unconsciousness, change its form and 

become a beautiful butterfly cruising through the air instead of 

crawling on the ground. This and other wonders do not seem 

miracles because they are common daily occurrences. If in the 

beginning God could create the earth out of nothing, He can re-

create man much easier when to start with, He at least has 

man’s bones and his intellectual knowledge of good and evil. 



Notes
Thursday, August 20

Final Victory Over Death

Read 1 Corinthians 15:54–57. What does this passage tell 

us about our ultimate victory over death?

“How precious to those who are losing their loved of this world 

are their faith and hope in the promises of God which open 

before them the future immortal life! Their hopes may fasten 

upon unseen realities of the future world. Christ has risen from 

the dead the first fruits. Hope and faith strengthen the soul to 

pass through the dark shadows of the tomb, in full faith of 

coming forth to immortal life in the morning of the resurrection. 

The Paradise of God, the home of the blessed! There all tears 

shall be wiped from off all faces! When Christ shall come the 

second time, to be “admired in all them that believe” (2 

Thessalonians 1:10), death shall be swallowed up in victory, and 

there shall be no more sickness, no more sorrow, no more death! 

A rich promise is given to us: “Blessed are they that do his 

commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and 

may enter in through the gates into the city” (Revelation 22:14). 

Is not this promise rich and comforting to those who love God? 

TMK 362.2

“The resurrection of Jesus was a sample of the final resurrection 

of all who sleep in Him. The risen body of the Saviour, His 

deportment, the accents of His speech, were all familiar to His 

followers. In like manner will those who sleep in Jesus rise 

again. We shall know our friends even as the disciples knew 

Jesus. Though they may have been deformed, diseased, or 

disfigured in this mortal life, yet in their resurrected and glorified 

body their individual identity will be perfectly preserved, and we 

shall recognize, in the face radiant with the light shining from the 

face of Jesus, the lineaments of those we love. TMK 362.3

“The Life-giver will call up His purchased possession in the first 

resurrection, and until that triumphant hour, when the last trump 

shall sound and the vast army shall come forth to eternal victory, 
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every sleeping saint will be kept in safety and will be guarded as 

a precious jewel, who is known to God by name.” TMK 362.4



Notes
Friday, August 21

Further Thought

“Our personal identity is preserved in the resurrection, though 

not the same particles of matter or material substance as went 

into the grave. The wondrous works of God are a mystery to 

man. The spirit, the character of man, is returned to God, there to 

be preserved. In the resurrection every man will have his own 

character. God in His own time will call forth the dead, giving 

again the breath of life, and bidding the dry bones live. The same 

form will come forth, but it will be free from disease and every 

defect. It lives again bearing the same individuality of features, 

so that friend will recognize friend. There is no law of God in 

nature which shows that God gives back the same identical 

particles of matter which composed the body before death. God 

shall give the righteous dead a body that will please Him. Hvn 

40.1

“Paul illustrates this subject by the kernel of grain sown in the 

field. The planted kernel decays, but there comes forth a new 

kernel. The natural substance in the grain that decays is never 

raised as before, but God giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him. 

A much finer material will compose the human body, for it is a 

new creation, a new birth. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a 

spiritual body. — Ms 76, 1900 quoted in The S.D.A. Bible 

Commentary 6:1093.” Hvn 40.2


