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A Portrait of Love

Sabbath Afternoon, August 8

Notes

Memory Text

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the
greatest of these is charity.” KJV — 1Corinthians 13:13

To defeat the Enemy and maintain unity and harmony, let every
believer cease finding fault with his brethren; watch his own
steps and not theirs; realize that they have the same opportunity
as does he to know the difference between right and wrong; bear
his own and not their responsibility; esteem them better than
himself; and do and say nothing he would not like them to do or
say to him.

Let each realize, as did Paul, that charitableness--forbearance
through love-—is the most indispensable, urgent, and lofty of all
attainments:

“Charity suffereth long and is kind; charity envieth not; charity



vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up; doth not behave itself
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh
no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things. [1 Corinthians 13:4-7.] Through His inspired apostle,
Christ has presented to us the measure of the character that is
imbued with the love of Christ. We are to bear the marks of
Christ; we are to have His likeness. This example is given us that
we may know the possibilities, the heights we may reach in and
through Christ. The standard He presents is perfection in Him,
and through His merits we may attain to it. We come short
because we are content to look at earthly things rather than at
heavenly. It is by beholding Christ that we are changed from
glory to glory. The eye that views common things needs to be
elevated. ‘Now we see through a glass darkly, the apostle says,
‘but then face to face; now | know in part, but then shall | know
even as | am known. And now abideth faith, hope, and charity;
these three, but the greatest of these is charity. [Verses 12, 13.]”
14LtMs, Lt 102, 1899, par. 4

Notes



Sunday, August 9
Notes

The Essentials of Love

Read 1 Corinthians 13. Summarize what he is telling us

about love.

“It is only by an unselfish interest in those in need of help that we
can give a practical demonstration of the truths of the gospel. “If
a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled;
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful
to the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works,
is dead, being alone.” “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these
three; but the greatest of these is charity.” RH March 4, 1902, par.
10

“Much more than mere sermonizing is included in preaching the
gospel. The ignorant are to be enlightened; the discouraged are
to be uplifted; the sick are to be healed. The human voice is to
act its part in God’s work. Words of tenderness, sympathy, and
love are to witness to the truth. Earnest, heartfelt prayers are to
bring the angels near.” RH March 4, 1902, par. 11

Read Matthew 24:12. What warning does Jesus give us

here?

The Lord Jesus, on the Mount of Olives, plainly stated that
“because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”
He speaks of a class who have fallen from a high state of
spirituality. Let such utterances as these come home with
solemn, searching power to our hearts. Where is the fervor, the
devotion to God, that corresponds to the greatness of the truth
which we claim to believe? The love of the world, the love of
some darling sin, has weaned the heart from the love of prayer
and of meditation on sacred things. A formal round of religious

services is kept up; but where is the love of Jesus? Spirituality is



dying. Is this torpor, this mournful deterioration, to be
perpetuated? Is the lamp of truth to flicker and go out in
darkness because it is not replenished by the oil of grace?” 5T
538.2

“Many fix their eyes upon the terrible wickedness existing
around them, the apostasy and weakness on every side, and
they talk of these things until their hearts are filled with sadness
and doubt. They keep uppermost before the mind the masterly
working of the archdeceiver and dwell upon the discouraging
features of their experience, while they seem to lose sight of the
heavenly Father's power and His matchless love. All this is as
Satan would have it. It is a mistake to think of the enemy of
righteousness as clothed with so great power, when we dwell so
little upon the love of God and His might. We must talk of the
mightiness of Christ. We are utterly powerless to rescue
ourselves from the grasp of Satan; but God has appointed a way
of escape. The Son of the Highest has strength to fight the battle
for us, and “through Him that loved us” we may come off ‘more

than conquerors.” 5T 740.2

Notes



Monday, August 10

What Love Does

“We have an abundance of sermonizing. What is most needed ...
is love for perishing souls, that love which comes in rich currents
from the throne of God. True Christianity diffuses love through
the whole being. It touches every vital part, the brain, the heart,
the helping hands, the feet, enabling men to stand firmly where
God requires them to stand, so that they will not make crooked
paths for their feet, lest the lame be turned out of the way. The
burning, consuming love of Christ for perishing souls is the life
of the whole system of Christianity. LHU 134.2

“What is the Bible interpretation of God? “God is love.” By giving
Christ to our world, God manifested His love for mankind. “God
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” Yes, “everlasting life.” This is the love which is
the fulfilling of the law. Only he whose heart is filled with
compassion for fallen man, who loves to a purpose, showing his
love by the performance of Christlike deeds, will be able to
endure the seeing of Him who is invisible. He only who loves his
fellowmen to a purpose can know God. He who loves not those
for whom the Father has done so much know not God. This is
the reason there is so little genuine vitality in our churches.
Theology is valueless unless it is saturated with the love of
Christ. LHU 134.3

“God is supreme. His love in the human heart will lead to the
doing of work that will bear fruit after the similitude of the
character of God.... LHU 134.4

“Charity [love] suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not;
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the
truth.” O blessed leaves of the tree of life! “And now abideth faith,
hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”
LHU 134.5

Notes



Tuesday, August 11
Notes

What Love Does Not Do

Read again 1 Corinthians 13:4—7. Why does Paul mention

negative rather than only positive characteristics of love?

“No matter how high the profession, he whose heart is not filled
with love for God and his fellow men is not a true disciple of
Christ. Though he should possess great faith and have power
even to work miracles, yet without love his faith would be
worthless. He might display great liberality; but should he, from
some other motive than genuine love, bestow all his goods to
feed the poor, the act would not commend him to the favor of
God. In his zeal he might even meet a martyr's death, yet if not
actuated by love, he would be regarded by God as a deluded
enthusiast or an ambitious hypocrite.” AA 318.2

“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up.’ The purest joy springs from
the deepest humiliation. The strongest and noblest characters
are built on the foundation of patience, love, and submission to
God's will. AA 319.1

“Charity “doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own,
is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil.” Christ-like love places
the most favorable construction on the motives and acts of
others. It does not needlessly expose their faults; it does not
listen eagerly to unfavorable reports, but seeks rather to bring to
mind the good qualities of others. AA 319.2

“Love “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things.” This love “never faileth.” It can never lose its value; it is a
heavenly attribute. As a precious treasure, it will be carried by its

possessor through the portals of the city of God.” AA 319.3



Wednesday, August 12

A Portrait of Jesus

Read John 13:1, 34; John 15:9, 12; 1 Timothy 1:14; 2
Timothy 1:7, 13; 1 John 3:16, and 1 John 4:7-12, 19-21.

What can we learn about love from these passages?

“He was now in the shadow of the cross, and the pain was
torturing His heart. He knew that He would be deserted in the
hour of His betrayal. He knew that by the most humiliating
process to which criminals were subjected He would be put to
death. He knew the ingratitude and cruelty of those He had
come to save. He knew how great the sacrifice that He must
make, and for how many it would be in vain. Knowing all that
was before Him, He might naturally have been overwhelmed with
the thought of His own humiliation and suffering. But He looked
upon the twelve, who had been with Him as His own, and who,
after His shame and sorrow and painful usage were over, would
be left to struggle in the world. His thoughts of what He Himself
must suffer were ever connected with His disciples. He did not
think of Himself. His care for them was uppermost in His mind.”
DA 643.2

“We are not merely to love our neighbor as ourselves; we are to
love one another as Christ has loved us.” DG 90.1

“Christ had bidden the first disciples love one another as He had
loved them. Thus they were to bear testimony to the world that
Christ was formed within, the hope of glory. “A new
commandment | give unto you,” He had said, “That ye love one
another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another.” John
13:34. At the time when these words were spoken, the disciples
could not understand them; but after they had witnessed the
sufferings of Christ, after His crucifixion and resurrection, and
ascension to heaven, and after the Holy Spirit had rested on
them at Pentecost, they had a clearer conception of the love of
God and of the nature of that love which they must have for one
another.” AA 547.1

Notes



“Of the special sense in which this love should be manifested by
believers, the apostle writes: ‘A new commandment | write unto
you, which thing is true in Him and in you: because the darkness
is past, and the true light now shineth. He that saith he is in the
light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He
that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none
occasion of stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother is in
darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he
goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.” “This is the
message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love
one another.” ‘He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.
Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we the
love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we ought

to lay down our lives for the brethren.” AA 548.3

Notes



Thursday, August 13

Faith, Hope and Love

“The day of solemn trust and sacred responsibilities is ours. We
have a work to do for God. Great light is shining upon us, which
we must diffuse to all with whom we come in contact, not by
starting arguments at once on doctrinal subjects, but by learning
to talk of the lessons of Christ. Be sure and be wise in dealing
with the souls for whom Christ has paid the price of His own
precious blood. Is the truth, the advanced truth we have
received, producing in our own hearts the fruits of patience,
faith, hope, charity, and thus leaving its saving influence upon
human minds, revealing that we are branches of the true Vine
because we bear rich clusters of fruit? TSA 30.3

“Are integrity and amiability of character, and solid attainments
in the Christian growth, made manifest? Never be discouraged in
your efforts to save souls, because those who have been
educated in error and darkness do not immediately respond to
your efforts. You must show that you are God's workmen who
are never to faint or be discouraged. The pity and Christlike
patience manifested will reveal to those with whom you
associate that you have a living connection with God, that you
are pure in heart, tender in word, earnest and fervent in spirit.
TSA30.4

“This spirit of Christ will make its way among the gross
ignorance that you will meet. But remember the words of Christ,
“Without me ye can do nothing.” It is not enough to speak readily
upon controverted subjects; God calls for men whose hearts
have been moulded after the divine similitude. Through
sanctifying truth we can bear to others the cup of salvation.
Through an earnest hold upon God, a prayerful life mingled with
persevering faith, the truth will cut its way through seemingly
impossibilities. TSA 30.5

“We will not be speaking of what cannot be done, but of what

can be done. “Go forward,” is the word of our Leader.” TSA 31.1

Notes



Friday, August 14

Further Thought

“The principles and the very words of the Saviour's teaching, in
their divine beauty, dwelt in the memory of the beloved disciple.
To his latest days the burden of John's testimony to the
churches was, ‘This is the message that ye heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another. ‘Hereby perceive we
the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 1 John 3:11, 16.” DA
551.1

“This was the spirit that pervaded the early church. After the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, “the multitude of them that
believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of
them that aught of the things which he possessed was his own.”
“Neither was there any among them that lacked.’ ‘And with great
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus: and great grace was upon them all." Acts 4:32, 34, 33." DA
551.2

Notes



